
GRAD592 
Interdisciplinary Water Resources Seminar

Fall 2009 Theme: Environmental Protection and Water Management: Are They Compatible?
Mondays at 4:00 PM, Clark A 206

All interested faculty, students, and o�-campus water professionals are encouraged to attend.
For more information, contact Reagan Waskom at reagan.waskom@colostate.edu or visit the CWI web site.

Mark Fiege
Mark Fiege, a native of Washington state’s wet side, has spent 
the past 27 years seeking sunlight and aridity in such places as 
Montana, Utah, Idaho, and now Colorado.  He is the author of 
Irrigated Eden: �e Making of an Agricultural Landscape in the 
American West (U. Washington Press, 1999).  He completed his 
doctorate at the University of Utah in 1994 and that year began 
teaching courses on environmental and western American 
history at Colorado State University.  He is a faculty adviser to 
Morgan Library’s Water and Agricultural and Water Resources 
Archive.  He is completing a book on the environmental 
history of the United States and is preparing a history of the St. 
Mary Canal and Milk River federal reclamation project for the 
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation.

Environmental History of Water

Speakers
Mark Fiege and Jared Orsi, Department of History, Colorado 
State University

Location and Time
Clark A 206 
August 31st, 2009 4 PM

Abstract
Mark Fiege and Jared Orsi, environmental history professors 
at CSU, will present a lecture on environmental history as a 
resource for water managers.  �e lecture will have three parts.  
�e �rst part will introduce and de�ne environmental history.  
�e second will o�er some ways it can serve as a resource for 
water managers.  �is part will list speci�c uses of environmen-
tal history and elaborate these with historical examples.  �e 
�nal part will provide a list of useful environmental history 
readings.  Questions and discussion will follow.

Jared Orsi
Born and raised in urban California, Jared Orsi attended 
graduate school in the Midwest, where he learned that not all 
rivers have cement bottoms.  �is required explanation.  He 
set about investigating such curiosities through his studies in 
environmental history at Northwestern University (M.A.), the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison (Ph.D.), and the University 
of California Humanities Research Institute (post-doc).  Today 
he teaches environmental and borderlands history at Colorado 
State University and is the author of the prize-winning 
Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los 
Angeles (UC Press, 2004) and the guest editor of a volume of 
the Journal of the West that examines the history of water in 
the urban North American West.  He was on leave for 2008-09 
as the Billington Distinguished Visiting Professor of History 
at Occidental College and the Huntington Library.  Currently 
he is writing an environmental biography of the army explorer 
Zebulon Montgomery Pike.


