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Abstract
With the beginning of the 21st century new trends and developments have accentuated changes in the 
planning and management of water resources, the sharing of water resources, and the economic ramifi -
cations of effi  cient and eff ective water systems. Th ree themes that emerge in current debates include the 
understanding of global changes and climatic anomalies; emerging new paradigms and interdisciplin-
ary integration; and, new methodologies that  that combine data, information, and judgment. IWRM 
exemplifi es the promise of how to deal with complex water issues in an effi  cient, eff ective  and equitable 
manner . Integrated Water Resources Management reinforces the premises of sustainability, refl ects 
innovative practices, and addresses the challenges and opportunities for innovative approaches to on 
going global water problems.


